West Cumbria Badminton League Handicap Tournament 2012
Saturday 11th February seen the return of the annual Handicap Badminton Tournament for West Cumbria. With a new venue being used it was an earlier start than normal for some people playing in the mixed first round, a 9am start was on the cards to set the ball rolling. With people travelling from all over Cumbria, and some from as far away as Dumfries and Langholm in South West Scotland, it was going to be a long day.

The mixed started well and was soon running ahead of schedule by 20 minutes. This soon changed once the earlier rounds had progressed into the later stages. With 23 mixed couples entered, it was only a matter of time before some games started taking longer than planned. The first Semi Final seen Kieran Parrinder (Dalston) with Jos Cole (Abbeytown) playing off -1, taking on Jonty Little (Border) with Lisa Calvert (Eden) playing off scratch. It was a closely contested game, with some good badminton being played by both sides but it was the pairing of Parrinder and Cole who eventually come out winners, 21-16, 18-21, 21-15 and booked themselves a place in the final.

The other Semi Final was contested between Mike Grantham (Dalston) with Sarah Briggs (Border) playing off +2 against Ian Livingstone and Jane Durnin (both Dalston) playing off -6. Once again this was a close contest, with lots of passion being shown, but the pairing of Grantham and Briggs came out on top, 21-17, 17-21, 21-14 and went on to meet Parrinder and Cole in the final. 

With still having the level doubles games to get played, the Mixed Final got under way. Parrinder and Cole playing off -12, against Grantham and Briggs playing off +2. It was the youthful Parrinder and the experienced Cole who took the game, 21-18, 21-13.

With the mixed nearly over it was time to move onto the Level Doubles while the later stages of the mixed were still being contested. There were a total of 16 men’s couples and 10 ladies couples, most this competition has ever seen. The men were split into 4 groups of 4, and the ladies were in 2 groups of 5.

Things didn’t get off to a good start, with the first 13 scheduled games unable to go on due to mixed still being played, it took some good organisation from Malcolm Grayson and Graeme Lowrey to get things moving and soon we were getting through the games. With some very close games being played in the group stages, a lot of 21-20 and 21-19 scores coming back showing the Handicaps were almost right. 

Winners of the Ladies Group 1 who went onto the final were Louise and Vicky Gilchrist (Border Esk) playing off scratch, and who had travelled all the way from South West Scotland to play. They were up against winners of Group 2, Emily Wood (Maryport) and Jos Cole playing off -5. It was eventually the pairing of Wood and Cole who took the Final, 12-21, 21-12, 21-8 with Cole taking her 2nd Title of the day.

In the mens event, winners of group 1 were the Carlisle pairing of Andy Lovatt and Ian Livingstone (both Dalston) playing off scratch, taking on the winners of group 2, Darren Smith and Stuart Dunbar (both Border Esk) playing off -3. There was some good badminton being played, but it was Smith and Dunbar who booked themselves a place in the final after winning 21-17, 21-14. Even the new T-Shirt design from Lovatt and Livingstone didn’t throw off their opposition. (Looking forward to next year’s design lads!!)
The other semi final seen the winners of group 3, Henry Taylor (Border) with James Bowness (Penrith) playing off scratch, taking on the winners of Group 4, Mike Grantham and Steven Lawson (Dalston). With Grantham’s energy running low after his Mixed Final appearance and his tough group games, Taylor and Bowness pounced winning 21-17, 21-6.

The Men’s Final was strongly contested. Smith and Dunbar playing off -8, against Taylor and Bowness playing off scratch. It wasn’t long before Smith and Dunbar showed their experience against the two younger players, and come out on top in the first end 21-12. Even a short rest wasn’t enough to help the younger players, and they went down again in the second end 21-16, meaning Smith and Dunbar took the Men’s title.

Thank you to everyone who entered. It was great to see a lot of people entered and especially the number of Juniors, and hope they will continue to do so in future years. Also a big thank you to the Organisers for all their hard work leading up to and also on the day, Shelby Mounsey for sorting out the Raffle and the staff at Moorclose Leisure Centre for making our event a success. 

Feedback from people straight after was that it was a great day and was very well organised!! Hopefully the organiser will want to do it again in 2013 and hopefully better the 2012 tournament!!
